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Linguistics 114: Introduction to Linguistics 
Information and Syllabus 

Spring 2019 
 
Instructor: Prof. Fisher 
Office:  Green Hall, Room 135 
Email:  sfisher3@wellesley.edu (this is the best way to reach me) 
Phone #: 781-283-3605 
Office Hours: Mon. & Tues. 4:30-5:30 p.m.; Thurs. 2:30-4:30 p.m.; and by appointment. 
 
 
1. Course Text  
Fromkin, Rodman and Hyams, 2013. An Introduction to Language. 10th Edition. 
Additional readings in syllabus; available on Sakai.  
 
Course Site  
 
Sakai. Here you will find helpful links, practice exercises, and supplemental readings. I 
encourage you to check it regularly. 
 
2. Course description  
This course is designed to introduce students to techniques for studying language and cognition 
as well as to provide background in the philosophical underpinnings of the cognitive and 
linguistic sciences. In introductory linguistics, we begin with a consideration of the nature of 
language and its unique role in communication. The central part of the course then focuses on the 
different levels of structural organization in language – the levels of morphology, syntax and 
phonology – and presents some of the modern techniques of linguistic analysis. Problem sets 
provide the opportunity to develop logic skills and problem-solving techniques.  
 
3. Course goals 
The goal of this course is to introduce students to techniques for studying language and cognition 
as well as to provide background in the philosophical underpinnings of the cognitive and 
linguistic sciences. In this course students will: 
 

§ Gain an understanding of the scope of linguistic study and its role in cognitive science 
§ Gain a survey understanding of several subfields of linguistics, including the core 

subfields of morphology, syntax, semantics, phonetics, and phonology; as well as 
sociolinguistics, historical linguistics, and language acquisition. 

§ Learn how to analyze linguistic data through a variety of different approaches.  
§ Develop linguistic problem-solving skills. 

 
4. Requirements 
To succeed in this class you should understand the concepts and problem solving approaches 
used in linguistics. You must keep up with the reading in the text and be prepared to discuss the 
practice problems. Doing the homework is crucial. 
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4.1 Class attendance and participation 
Class attendance and participation are required and count for 15% of the course grade. An 
attendance sheet will be sent out at the start of each class period. Participation includes arriving 
to class on time, paying attention in class, and contributing appropriately to class discussions and 
online discussion through our Sakai Forum. Arriving to scheduled office hours will also be taken 
into account as part of your attendance grade. 
 
The lecture material is in addition to the text and will be included in exams, thus it is important 
that you take notes during lecture. The course is geared towards problem solving and we will do 
practice problems in class. Unannounced quizzes might be given periodically. These quizzes 
contribute towards your final grade.  
 
Cell phones and Computers 
 
Recent research has shown that the use of electronic devices in class reduces retention of 
information, not just for the users, but also for non-users in the same classroom 
(https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/01443410.2018.1489046). As a result of this 
research, I am instituting a policy where students are obligated to turn off all cell phones and 
electronic devices and should not touch, use, or check cell phones at any point during class. To 
further eliminate distractions, students are strongly discouraged from having laptops or tablets 
open during class. Should you need the assistance of technology to accommodate a disability, 
please inform the instructor immediately so that accommodations may be made through 
Disability Services (see below). 
 
Absence from class 

Each student is entitled to one unexcused, undocumented absence from class. If you have a 
legitimate excuse for missing a lecture (e.g., illness, funeral, job interview), inform me as soon as 
possible, preferably before you miss the class. You are also entitled to one undocumented 
legitimate absence. Any absences beyond these two, even legitimate absences, must be backed 
up with documentation from your class dean. If you miss a lecture with a legitimate excuse, you 
will not be penalized for any quizzes that might have been given during that lecture.  
 
Your responsibilities if you miss a class 
It is your responsibility to get the notes, read the text and to visit office hours to clarify points 
that you don’t understand. Although I will always be willing to explain what you don’t 
understand, I will not repeat a lecture. 
 
Students with Disabilities 
 
If you have a disability or condition, either long-term or temporary, and need reasonable 
academic adjustments in this course, please contact Disability Services to get a letter outlining 
your accommodation needs, and submit that letter to me. You should request accommodations as 
early as possible in the semester, or before the semester begins, since some situations can 
require significant time for review and accommodation design. If you need immediate 
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accommodations, please arrange to meet with me as soon as possible. If you are unsure but 
suspect you may have an undocumented need for accommodations, you are encouraged to 
contact Disability Services. They can provide assistance including screening and referral for 
assessments.  
 
Disability Services can be reached at disabilityservices@wellesley.edu, at 781-283-2434, by 
scheduling an appointment online at their website www.Wellesley.edu/disability, or by visiting 
their offices on the 3rd floor of Clapp Library, rooms 316 and 315. 
 
Communication Policy  
 
We will use email for course correspondence, and sometimes important information will be sent 
by email regarding requirements and assignments. I expect you to check your email daily and 
read any emails sent out thoroughly (this includes any emails sent out via Sakai). Having not 
seen or not understood an email is not an excuse for doing an assignment improperly. I will do 
my best to respond to any emails sent to me within a reasonable amount of time, and I expect the 
same of all of you. Finally, please address all email correspondence to my email address above. I 
will use the email addresses you have on file with Wellesley as your primary email addresses for 
correspondence with you. If you prefer I use another address, email me during the first week of 
class and let me know.  
 
Office Hours 
 
Please also come see me during office hours. It’s the best time to address substantial concerns 
requiring time and/or privacy, e.g. grades or course progress. I’ll use Google appointment slots to 
allow you to sign up for office hours. Keeping office hours appointments will be counted toward 
your participation grade. 
 
If you cannot make it to office hours, we can also meet by appointment. E-mail me with your 
available times and the reason for meeting to set up an appointment.  
 
Course Tutoring 
TBA 
 
4.2 Reading assignments and homework problems 
You must read all assigned sections from the text and other readings. Readings are assigned to be 
completed in preparation for the next lecture. You can be tested in a quiz about the reading you 
had to prepare. You will get between 6 and 8 homework assignments. You must do all 
homework assignments. Experience shows that understanding how to solve the problems in 
the homework is key to doing well in the course. Every homework assignment will count 
towards your final grade. Homework assignments test whether you have mastered the work – 
they will tell both you and me whether you are doing OK. Homework assignments contribute a 
total of 35% towards your final grade. 
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Late homework 
You will always get at least one week to do a homework assignment. As a general rule I will not 
accept late homework. Late assignments will be accepted without penalty only in cases of 
genuinely extenuating circumstances (as determined by me). Please notify me as soon as you 
think such circumstances have presented themselves (and *before the deadline for an 
assignment has passed*) if you have a problem with a deadline due to unforeseen 
circumstances. I reserve the right to impose a 10% per day penalty on a homework assignment 
that is late, for which no such accommodations have been made.  
 
Homework assignments will consist of textbook and other exercises, and will have a frequency 
of roughly every other week. You will physically hand them in at the beginning of class. Always 
make sure that exercises have been fully completed – this means looking on the next page to 
check if the problem continues or not!  
 
Please abide by the following additional guidelines for the submission of your assignments. 
Assignments should: 
 
§ be typed. Individual problems and answers should be arranged in a clean and orderly  
 fashion. 
§ have your name written on each page. 
§ be stapled together, if comprising multiple pages (paper clips, folded corners, and other 
 such methods of attachment are unacceptable). 
§ not be crumpled, excessively folded, or just messy in general. 
 
4.3 Exams 
You will be given a midterm and a final exam. The purpose of the questions is to test (i) whether 
you understand the work well enough to apply it, and (ii) whether you can reason logically based 
on the information presented in class and the readings. The exams contribute 50% towards your 
final grade, that is, the midterm contributes 25% and the final exam 25%. 
 
5. Academic Integrity 
As a reminder, the Wellesley Honor Code is, As a Wellesley College student, I will act with 
honesty, integrity, and respect. In making this commitment, I am accountable to the community 
and dedicate myself to a life of honor. You should adhere to this code in the completion of all 
assignments and interactions with all members of this course.  
 
Group work 
Working out homework problems in a group is encouraged! However, while it is fine to discuss 
the problems and work them out together, the final work has to be yours alone and must be 
written solely by you. Please list the names of all classmates and/or students that you work with 
on an assignment.  
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6. Grades 
On every homework assignment and exam you will receive a percentage score/score out of a 
certain number of points. This grade doesn’t necessarily correlate with the final grade you will 
receive. The following are the aspects that will be taken into consideration when I decide on final 
grades: 
Þ Scores that you achieved on quizzes, homework and exams 
Þ Class attendance and participation 
Þ If you are on the border of passing/failing or on the border of two grades, I will take into 

consideration things such as whether you attended class regularly, whether your 
homework assignments were on time, and whether you took part in class discussions.  

 
To the extent that scores on exams, homework and quizzes contribute towards the grade, they are 
weighted as follows: 
 
Class participation/attendance/quizzes 15%  Midterm exam           25% 
Homework                       35%  Final exam                25% 
 
6.1 Schedule 
 
The schedule is not set in stone. However, below is a general indication of what I plan to do. I 
may give you a more detailed plan from time-to-time during the semester.  
 
 
Week 

 
Date 

 
Topic 

 
Reading 

Written Assignment 
Due 

1 M 1/28 Syllabus, Introduction   
 Th 1/31 What is Language? Ch. 1  
2 M 2/4 What is Language? NYT Article  
 Th 2/7 Morphology Ch. 2 TBA 
3 M 2/11 Morphology   
 Th 2/14 Morphology   
4 T 2/19 Monday’s Schedule 

Syntax  
Ch. 3 TBA 

 Th 2/21 Syntax   
5 M 2/25 

W 2/27 
Syntax 
Talking Black in America 

  

 Th 2/28 No CLASS   
6 M 3/4 Semantics Ch. 4 Movie Reflection 

Exercises TBA 
 Th 3/7 Semantics   
7 M 3/11 MIDTERM   
 Th 3/14 Phonetics Ch. 5  
8 M 3/18 Phonetics   
 Th 3/21 No CLASS – Spring Break   
9 M 3/25 No CLASS – Spring Break   
 Th 3/28 No CLASS – Spring Break   
10 M 4/1 Phonology Ch. 6 TBA 
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 Th 4/4 Phonology   
11 M 4/8 Phonology   
1 Th 4/11 Phonology    
12 M 4/15 No CLASS – Patriot’s Day    
 Th 4/18 Sociolinguistics Ch. 7 TBA 
13 M 4/22 Sociolinguistics    
 Th 4/25 Historical Linguistics Ch. 8  
14 M 4/29 Historical Linguistics   
 Th 5/2 Language Acquisition Ch. 9, Additional 

reading TBA 
TBA 

15 M 5/6 
Th 5/9 

Language Acquisition 
Language Acquisition 

  

 
 
 
 

Looking forward to a great semester with you all! 
 
 
 


